
20 October 2005 
 
Archbishop John Bathersby 
Archbishop of Brisbane 
790 Brunswick Street 
NEW FARM  Q 4005 
 
Your Grace, 
 
On behalf of the Central Deanery, I wish to submit this Deanery Pastoral Planning proposal for your 
consideration. I am sure you can appreciate what a demanding project this has been for all concerned, 
given the diverse culture of our fifteen parish communities as well as the limitation of an allocation of seven 
priests available to the area by 2011, from the present number of 11 plus priests. 
 
While all members of the Deanery Planning Forum, (25 in number with representatives from each parish) 
were aware in the decreasing number of clergy, it was not until we had to allocate these priests across the 
deanery that we realised the demography and geography, as well as historical and cultural factors, have 
such a significant influence on parish life. It was a difficult task to move from a parish-based concern to 
thinking about the deanery as a whole, while trying to respect the uniqueness of each community. All this 
discussion and consultation took place in a very tight time frame. 
  
Although we attempted to ensure that as much consultation as practical took place at parish level, we were 
unable to get complete agreement on all aspects of the proposal. Given the uncertainty of numbers of 
available priests and therefore the availability of certain sacramental opportunities, we have attempted to be 
as equitable as possible. At all times we understood that this planning proposal was to be only a guide for 
you and those assisting you in the planning for the whole Archdiocese. To this end were have left some 
sections less prescriptive to allow for influences that will become clearer over time eg. the time and 
circumstances of clergy transfers and the impact of fewer masses on finances and administration. 
  
Another strong influence on the proposal was the presence of three order-run parishes in the Central 
deanery. The priests in these parishes were very cooperative but were unable to guarantee how long their 
orders were able to provide priests in their parishes, so we have assumed continuity for the next five years 
at least. 
 
We have not been able to provide for a deanery –based plan supply for priests holidays, retreats, study 
leave or illness other than to suggest that individual parishes make the necessary arrangements. Although 
there are a number of retired or special ministry priests living within the deanery, we could not make secure 
plans regarding their participation in the life of the deanery. 
 
Your Grace, we wish to assure you that we are very aware of the difficult decisions that are ahead for you 
and for our deanery and we want you to know that you have our continued support in trying to reach the 
most suitable outcome for our deanery. We are hopeful that we can build even more on the cooperation of 
the deanery parishes and that time, determination, goodwill and prayer will ensure the continued vibrant 
and enthusiastic life of the Central Deanery.     
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Fr Peter Dillon 
Dean 
Brisbane Central Deanery 
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* There will be two Society of Christ priests living at Bowen Hills, but one only is allocated to Central 
Deanery. 
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* Dear Fr Dillon, 
I have been instructed by Dorrington's Parish Pastoral Council to submit the following regarding the Second 
Draft of the Central Deanery Proposal: 
Dorrington does not agree with the second draft of the Central Deanery Proposal for Pastoral Leadership 
and we reserve our position until after the meeting scheduled between Dorrington and Jubilee on 12th Oct, 
and the October meeting of Dorrington's Parish Pastoral Council Meeting on 13th October. (email from Lisa 
Humphries to Fr Peter Dillon, 30.9.05) 


